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Bible League International has been engaging people with God’s 
Word for 75 years. It is a fair question to ask if we are almost done 
with our work. The clear answer is no. It seems we have just as much 

work to do today as my grandfather faced in 1938 when he personally 
handed out the first 12 Bibles. 

There are 7 billion people in the world. More than a billion of them do 
not have access to the Scriptures in a language or reading level they can 
understand. We are dedicated to providing as many Scriptures as possible, 
calling on Christians around the world to partner with us through prayer 
and financial support to get these Scriptures into the right hands and into 
open hearts. 

As always, Bible League has no interest in giving a Bible away just to 
see that Bible sit on a shelf and collect dust. That is why, from the very first 
day, my grandfather would only give a Bible to those who committed to 
reading it. Our ministry is the same today. We fully recognize that it is not 
our job to change the hearts of people—that is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
But it certainly is our job to equip local churches with the tools they need 
to help people read and understand the Scriptures, and to give others the 
opportunity to hear and engage with God’s Word.

Bible League has flourished and grown over these 75 years, I believe, 
because we have been committed to saying “Yes!” to the invitations and 
opportunities given to us. We continue to work with and through local 
churches and ministries who also say “Yes!” to the ministry that God puts 
in front of them. As you will read in this report, in 2013 Bible League 
was able to respond to the call from many who are eager to meet Jesus, to 
grow in faith, and to share the Good News with others.

Just as a farmer is never done—he must plant next year’s crop—so 
Bible League continues to plant the seeds of the Gospel year after year. 
We will always be in the ministry of planting God’s Word so people 
meet Jesus.

Daniel A. Chapman

Daniel A. Chapman, 
2014 Incoming Board  

Chairman,  
Grandson of  Founder.
Has served 16 years on 

Board of  Directors,
including four years as  

Vice-Chairman.

The sower sows the word.  
Mark 4:14 (NKJV)
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75 Years of Planting God’s Word

New believers. New disciples. New churches. When God’s Word is planted and takes root, 
lives change and His Kingdom grows. For 75 years God has been opening opportunities 
for Bible League to help spread the seeds of the Gospel around the world.

1938  On Good Friday, April 15, Bill and Betty Chapman visited 245 homes in Walkerton, IN 
and placed 46 Bibles with families who promised to read them. 

1950  In response to General Douglas MacArthur’s appeal for Bibles to be placed in Japanese 
homes, Bible League’s international outreach was started. 

1951  The 1 millionth home in the United States was reached by Bible League.

1961  One million Gospels of John were made available for the Chicago Billy Graham Crusade.

1972  Bible League’s evangelistic and discipleship program was given the name “Project Philip”. 

1979  Bible League became a charter member of the Evangelical Council for Financial 
Accountability.

1984  With the approval of the President of Brazil, Bible League and local churches launched 
plans to place 25 million Bibles throughout the entire country.

1988  Bible League began providing Bibles in Russia with Soviet Union government approval. 

1996  In its 58-year history, Bible League had placed 500 million Scriptures in 90 countries.

2012  Over 50,000 Akses™ Digital Bible Libraries in Arabic and Farsi were provided, including 
12,600 distributed at the Olympics in London. The Bible League Bible App was launched.

2013  Bible League provided 4,353,090 Scripture materials, including 1,678,253 Bibles and  
New Testaments around the globe.
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Comprehensive 
Ministry Model

Reaching out to: persecuted Christians, the poor, Muslims and those of  other faiths.

Resources: Bibles; Prison Bibles; Children’s and Youth Bibles;  
Literacy Material; Project Philip Evangelism and Discipleship Bible Study Material for Adults,  
Youth, and Children; Church Planter Training Program Materials

Ability to 
Understand

Teaching the 
Word

Ability to 
 Read

Training  
Leaders

Helping to bring people into 
a right relationship with our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

Equipping and supporting 
the Body of  Christ worldwide
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Bible Access Bible  
Learning

Bible-based 
Literacy

Bible League International serves the local church and other partners around the world by 
providing Bibles and Scripture materials for them to bring others into a right relationship 
with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Through a comprehensive model for ministry, 

Bible League provides access to the Word of God in ways that ensure it is nurtured and 
produces a bountiful spiritual harvest. 



Planting  
Churches

Strengthening 
Churches
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Bible Access 
In most places where Bible League International serves, people have very limited access to the 
Scriptures because of  persecution, poverty, or limited ability to read. In addition to providing 
other versions, Bible League translates, publishes, and provides Scriptures in everyday language, 
making the truth of  God available to all. Many Bible League Scripture materials are available in 
more than 30 languages, with additional translations underway.

Bible-based Literacy
For those who cannot read, the Bible is a closed book. Bible-based literacy programs present the 
life-transforming Word of  God to the less-educated, poor, and marginalized, helping them meet 
Jesus as they work toward a better future through learning to read.

Bible Learning
Bible League provides materials and training to churches so they can help believers study the 
Scriptures and share the Gospel with the unreached. Through evangelism and discipleship programs 

like Project Philip, churches learn to plant the Word of God so that it 
can take root and change lives, families, and communities.

Building the Church
As the Scriptures take root in the lives of  believers, Bible League 
helps congregations learn how to establish new churches. Christian 
leaders called by God and sent out from the local church are 
equipped through hands-on training that teaches participants the 
five steps of  church planting: evangelism, discipleship, membership, 
leadership, and worship.

Bible  
Learning

Building the  
Church
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Bible Access
There are many barriers that prevent access to the Word of  
God including poverty, persecution, and illiteracy. All over the 
world, struggling churches lack the most basic resource for 
outreach and growth—Bibles. Pastors are eager to equip their 
people to study the Bible, share the Gospel, and plant new 
churches, but they lack Scriptures and other resources to help 
them fulfill the Great Commission. 

Bible League provides Bibles and materials to under-resourced 
local churches to help them in their efforts to evangelize, 
disciple, and build the Church. In addition to providing other 
versions, Bible League translates the Bible in everyday language 
so ordinary people can read and understand God’s Good News 
and, through the Scriptures, meet Jesus. 

In 2013, 4,353,090 Scriptures were provided, 
including 1,678,253 Bibles and New Testaments, 
to more than 60 countries.
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A rickety, well-traveled bus bounces to a stop in a remote Russian village near the Ural 
mountains. Men and women equipped with New Testaments, flyers, and the Holy Spirit 
head out in two-person teams to begin their work: share Christ with the villagers and 

invite them to an evangelistic meeting. The villagers listen with quiet intensity. Their openness 
evidences a deep hunger for God’s Word. 

“Why didn’t you come and tell us earlier?” says one old man, his hands clutching his newly 
acquired Bible. “We didn’t know about God, about the Bible. We need it so much!” Like the 
majority of the townspeople, he has lived in the area since the fall of the Soviet Union. No one 
has brought the Gospel here before. This is his first Bible.

As the evening wanes, the team excitedly prepares the town hall for the evening’s event. Igor, 
the team’s leader, reminds the team of their goal: to help people meet Jesus Christ. 

Villagers begin trickling into the hall while the 
team is still setting up. A teenage boy who received 
his first Bible yesterday is among the first to come 
through the open doors. 

“We as human beings are, in ourselves, rotten by 
sin,” says Igor, referring to one sketch where a cook 
cuts a large apple to reveal a completely rotten core. 
“Only Jesus can cure this; only in God’s Word can 
be found the way to salvation.” Heads nod and ears 
perk as Igor tells the story of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection. 

“If you want to have Bible studies in your village, 
come and tell us. Even if there will be only a few of you,” Igor says, concluding the event. 

Every villager receives a copy of The Life of Jesus, a booklet tailored for seekers and new 
believers. “The Life of Jesus is very good for new believers,” says one experienced team member. 
“It’s like throwing a life jacket to drowning people!” 

In this region, people are drowning in a sea of ignorance, emptiness, and sin. How much they 
need the life jacket that is thrown to them today—the Bible! The seeds of the Gospel have been 
planted in this cold Russian village and will surely grow into a great harvest.

“Why didn’t you come 
and tell us earlier? We 
didn’t know about God, 
about the Bible. We need 
it so much!” 
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Bible-based Literacy
Bible-based literacy programs present the truths of  Scripture 
and life-giving hope to those striving for a better future. Bible 
League trains teachers to serve those desiring language skills 
to improve their lives. The materials incorporate easy-to-read 
Scriptures to help learners meet Jesus while they learn to read. 

With local language literacy, often the first book the 
participants ever read is the Bible. This effective program 
teaches an important life-skill while reaching the lost with the 
Gospel message. 

The English Language Ministry program teaches English skills 
to improve a person’s professional, educational, and economic 
prospects. Because English is the world’s language for business, 
teaching it opens spiritual doors and reaches the lost for Christ.

Throughout 2013
Literacy Leaders Trained . . . . . . . . . . 1,892
Students Participating . . . . . . . . . . . 9,173
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How do you know if you have enough money to buy groceries if you cannot read? Worse 
still, what if your thumbprint on a document you couldn’t read gave away your property 
to a dishonest person?

You may never experience this kind of poverty and helplessness, yet this is a reality for nearly 
800 million illiterate adults worldwide. Bible-based literacy outreach meets this need using 
Scripture. Local Christians are trained to use Bible-based literacy materials to effectively teach 
basic reading and writing. 

In Uganda—one of many countries already participating in Bible-based literacy—souls are 
turning toward Christ because of this ministry. Nanyondo, a student in Central Uganda, joined 
a literacy class in June, 2013. At the start of every session, the literacy instructor led the class 
through a Bible devotion. Through these discussions, God opened Nanyondo’s eyes to salvation. 

Throughout the lessons, Nanyondo and her fellow students used God’s Word as reading 
material. The Bible was the first thing she ever read! 
The more she learned to read and write, the more 
Nanyondo was able to glean from Scripture. Her 
literacy teacher helped explain difficult passages. 
Soon, Nanyondo understood the story of Jesus and 
His love for her. 

“My family was going through many problems,” 
she says. “But then in class, I heard the Good News 
of Christ, and I accepted Him as my Lord and Savior. 

“My husband noticed a change in our family 
after I accepted Christ. He saw all these wonders and 
miracles, and he knew it must have been Jesus.” 

After seeing the glory of 
God, Nanyondo’s husband also 
accepted Christ as his Savior. 
Now, the family is leading 
a happy life, transformed 
by the renewing power of 
Jesus Christ, and Nanyondo 
continues to attend literacy 
classes—to learn to read and 
to learn more about Jesus. 

Souls like Nanyondo are 
coming to Christ all over the 
world. Bible-based literacy 
offers an exciting way to teach 
an important life skill while 
reaching the lost with the 
Gospel—ultimately helping 
people meet Jesus.

Bible-based literacy offers 
an exciting way to teach 
an important life skill 
while reaching the lost 
with the Gospel….
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Planting God’s Word Around the World in 2013

Democratic Republic
 of Congo 1

Ethiopia 2
Ghana 3
Kenya 4
Madagascar 5
Mozambique 6
Niger 7
Rwanda 8
Senegal 9
South Africa 10
South Sudan 11
Togo 12
Uganda 13
Zambia 14
Zimbabwe 15

Africa

Argentina 16
Bolivia 17
Chile 18
Colombia 19
Dominican Republic 20
Ecuador 21
Guatemala 22
Haiti 23
Mexico 24
Nicaragua 25
Peru 26
Puerto Rico 27
USA 28
Venezuela 29

Americas

Declare His 
glory among 
the nations, His 
wonders among 
all peoples.
Psalm 96:3 (NKJV)

Bangladesh 30
Cambodia 31
China 32
Fiji 33
India 34
Indonesia 35
Malaysia 36
Nepal 37
Papua New Guinea 38
Philippines 39
Solomon Islands 40
Sri Lanka 41
Thailand 42

Asia-Pacific

For security reasons, 
Bible League 
International does 
not identify specific 
countries.

Middle East

Europe
Albania 43*
Armenia 44
Bulgaria 45*
Croatia 46*
Hungary 47
Macedonia 48*
Moldova 49
Russia 50
Ukraine 51

*Eastern Europe
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®Planting God’s Word Around the World in 2013

Bibles New Testaments Scripture Materials Total
Africa 289,960          71,484 367,962 729,406
Americas 237,370 267,503 1,643,325 2,148,198
Asia-Pacific 291,879 193,561 116,230 601,670
Europe 133,115 144,114 547,320 824,549
Middle East 43,008 6,259 0 49,267
Global 995,332 682,921 2,674,837 4,353,090

Bible League International changed its fiscal year-end from 8/31 to 9/30.  
Results in this report represent 13 months of  ministry work (9/1/12 – 9/30/13).
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Bible Learning
Bible League International’s relationship-based evangelism and 
discipleship program, Project Philip, is a proven method in 
planting the Word of  God into the hearts of  people, helping 
them to not only have access to the Scriptures, but to learn the 
truth expressed in them. 

Named after the story of  Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch in 
Acts 8, Project Philip is an effective strategy for building up 
churches—in faith and in numbers—through evangelism and 
discipleship. Small Bible study groups, led by local Christians 
trained to share God’s Word, easily connect seekers and new 
believers to a local church to help root them in the Scriptures.

Throughout 2013
Bible Study Leaders Trained (“Philips”) .  . 181,719
People Reached .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1,422,750



José and Elvida have learned to plan for the rain. After losing supplies and materials to 
devastating flooding in the past, they store their Bibles high off the ground. By necessity, the 
inside of the small worship space is sparsely adorned; a plain wooden lectern stands in front of  

 flimsy white plastic chairs that serve as altar and pews. 
In this simple space, the lives of men and women are changed forever as they hear the Gospel.
“Many people don’t understand. They need more information to explain the Gospel. They 

need me to explain the Word of God!” says Elvida, recalling her many years sharing the Gospel 
in the Dominican Republic. “They receive God’s Word, then they understand, and they begin 
coming to meet with us for Bible study. Finally, they receive Jesus!”

Elvida and José use Project Philip to help provide 
a clear understanding of Scripture. The materials help 
break down Scripture passages so that the students 
can easily comprehend the story of Jesus Christ.

“When I give them Project Philip,” Elvida says, 
“we start in John’s Gospel. They answer the questions 
with great eagerness.” That eagerness comes from 
unlocking the truth contained in the Bible. Project 
Philip helps remove the chains.

José has seen incredible results when using 
Project Philip. “The biggest impact from Project 
Philip has been how we can meet with people, 
take time with the family, and give them the Word 
of God face-to-face. That way, when they don’t 
understand something, they ask me and I can 
answer their questions.”

The unwavering faith of José and Elvida 
drives their passion for sharing God’s love. 
Local Christians make their way to the small 
church for a chance to learn about the King 
of Kings. Men and women kneel at their 
plastic chairs in prayer to ask God to fill their 
daily needs, to provide more Bibles, and to 
bring more people to a saving faith in Him. 
José and Elvida minister to the needs of their 
congregation and encourage them to join in 
their evangelistic efforts.

“Project Philip has opened our eyes and 
brought passion to teach the Bible,” says José.  
“We will never stop using Project Philip or 
teaching the Word of God!”  

“Project Philip has opened 
our eyes and brought 
passion to teach the 
Bible.”
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Building the Church
Christian community is at the center of  God’s plan 
for evangelism and discipleship in all nations. Vibrant 
congregations desire to see additional churches established 
in their communities, but many lack the training and 
resources to plant churches. 

Through the Church Planting Institute, Bible League trains 
the leaders of  the local churches and equips them with 
the necessary Scriptures and training materials needed so 
they can plant God’s Word in the hearts of  others, engage 
people in Bible study, help them grow in their faith, and 
plant new churches.  

This extensive training program focuses on the five steps 
of  church planting: evangelism, discipleship, membership, 
leadership, and worship.

Throughout 2013
Church Planters Trained .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3,554
People Reached .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  62,617
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Church planters among 
the Samburu people…
beat the odds of  distance, 
bad roads, weather, and 
wild animals to bring this 
light and hope to their 
people. 

I was saved in 1997 and became a member of a church where I was the only young man among 
old women. They asked me to be their preacher. It was a challenge because I had never been 
trained on how to preach.” These are the words of Pastor Harun Mariga Wanjau, a 37-year-old 

church planter from Laikipia Rumuruti Kenya.
Since he had no training in leading a congregation, at every church service the young pastor 

resorted to reading Bible passages aloud to the aging Samburu congregation without explanation 
or discussion. Without the ability to lead people to understand the Scriptures there was little 
spiritual growth in the church. Though his heart was passionate, the disappointment was great. 

Help and hope arrived through a Bible League Church Planter training program. Through this 
intensive study, Pastor Harun was finally equipped with skills to help him be a pastor to his church 
and to minister throughout the community. With the 
knowledge he acquired, he has planted three churches 
with a total membership of close to three hundred.

“I have members I am training on how to 
become leaders in the church using the skills that I 
acquired through the Bible League training.

“At the beginning, there was a barrier because 
we could not go to other tribes and communities to 
preach the Gospel because of linguistic and traditional 
barriers. The Bible League training equipped me with 
the knowledge, skills, and tactics that enabled me to 
reach out to these people,” Pastor Harun explains. 

 “We look forward to Bible League starting 
another Church Planter training program in this 
area in order to train new pastors to help with 
spreading the Word to the people.”

Church planters among 
the Samburu people, like 
many in African rural areas, 
beat the odds of distance,  
bad roads, weather, and  
wild animals to bring this 
light and hope to their  
people. For them, church 
planting is a calling  
towards God’s heart as 
it brings salvation and 
transformation in their 
communities. Bible League 
training equips them to  
do just that.
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Ministry to Muslims

“My parents persecute 
me, threatening me 
with death…But as 
I read the Bible, I 
am reassured of  
my salvation and I 
experience peace in my 
heart.” 

If current trends continue, Muslims will comprise 26.4% of the world’s projected 8.3 billion 
people in 2030. Much of this growth will be due to higher birth rates among Muslims than 
non-Muslims. But Christianity is growing too—even in Islamic strongholds. In fact, it is 

estimated that each year as many as 6 million Muslim people are coming to Jesus. 
Jawara* is one of those people. Like most of Senegal’s 5 million Wolof people, he was born 

and raised Muslim. The Wolof are among the country’s least-reached people groups and are 
strongly opposed to the Gospel.

Bible League-trained evangelists and church planters 
have been reaching out to the Wolof people. And it was 
through Project Philip (see page 10) that Jawara met 
Jesus—and put his faith and trust in the Savior.

“Oumar* (a Bible League-trained Christian) came to 
our neighborhood one day and told me about Jesus,” says 
Jawara, recalling his journey to faith. “He gave me a New 
Testament and some study booklets. I was very excited.

“We studied together about the salvation Jesus gives 
to all those who believe in Him,” Jawara says. “The 
studies became more interesting and I wanted to know 
more about Jesus. Oumar invited me to church. When 
the man spoke about salvation from John 3:16. . . I was 
inspired to follow Jesus. I felt great joy in my heart, 
joy I never before had felt!”

Eager to share his joy, Jawara told his family about how 
he came to know Jesus. But since that day, family and friends 
alike have rejected him.

“My parents persecute me, threatening me with death,” 
says Jawara. “At my parent’s request, the mosque leaders 
follow me everywhere I go, just to monitor what I am doing. 
My mother has even threatened to commit suicide if I do not 
come back to Islam.

“But as I read the Bible, I am reassured 
of my salvation and I experience peace in 
my heart. Reading God’s Word gives me the 
strength to continue to believe in Jesus. I thank 
him for my salvation. I love Jesus and believe in 
Him with all of my heart!”

*Names changed for security purposes
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Robert T. Frank
President and CEO
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A 
t Bible League International, we see a world… 
 …where everyone can have and understand a Bible so they 

 have faith in Jesus;
…where everyone can find a Bible study group; 
…where everyone can have fellowship in a thriving church.

We believe “everyone” includes villagers in Russia, students in 
Uganda, Muslim seekers and persecuted believers, and—as I saw for 
myself this year—drug addicts in Mexico. 

Walking into the residence halls of Christ Alive ministries in Mexico City, it was clear God 
is at work. The men living there come from a common background—jail. They each have served 
time for selling or using drugs. Now, they are working to become free of drugs and to depend on 
Christ for their hope and strength.

This effective drug rehabilitation program was started by a small group of young men who 
met in jail while serving time for drug charges. They also met Jesus there, through Bible League’s 
Project Philip evangelism program. When they came out of jail, they banded together to start a 
drug rehabilitation program, but they wanted to not only help people find freedom from drugs, 
they wanted them to find freedom in Christ.

And so they built their program on the Bible. Participants dive into 
Scripture using Project Philip evangelism and discipleship materials. 
They hear the Gospel’s message of hope and learn about the love of 
Jesus Christ. By the time they graduate, many have not only conquered 
physical addiction, but their lives have also been transformed by the 
Gospel. They leave the program armed with an easy-to-read Bible, 
knowledge on how to study it, and the tools to share their faith with 
others. Former addicts are now evangelists, helping to grow the Church 
in Mexico.  

At Bible League we see a world where everyone can have access to 
the Scriptures and, through the Word of God, meet Jesus.  
Can you see it too?

Robert T. Frank

(FILE PHOTO)
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Financial Report
Gifts Received from US Donors

Public Support Revenue
Partner Cash Contributions.  .  .  .  .  .  .  $16,117,000
Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers . . . . . 1,953,000
International Funding Partners.  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,669,000
Gifts-in-Kind .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 140,000
Legacies and bequests . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,337,000
Public Support Total                     $23,216,000 

Other Revenue
Non-operating Revenue .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $480,000 
Scripture Sales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 692,000 
Other Revenue Total  . . . . . . . . . $1,172,000 
Grand Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24,388,000 

2013 Statement of Activities for Bible League International
For the Year Ended August 31, 2013 

Expenditures 
Total Program  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14,876,000
Administration .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2,382,000
Fundraising .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .4,722,000
Expenditures Total  . . . . . . . . . $21,980,000 
Net income vs. expenses.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,408,000 

Net Assets

Unrestricted Net Assets
Undesignated .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,652,000
Land, building, and equipment .  .  .  .  .  .  .9,257,000
Total Unrestricted                        $12,909,000 

Restricted Net Assets
Temporarily restricted .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,963,000
Total Restricted Net Assets . . . . . . $1,963,000 
Total Net Assets . . . . . . . . . . . $14,872,000 
 

give.org

®



James K. Van Drunen 
Chairman, Crete IL

Daniel A. Chapman 
Vice-Chairman, Bourbonnais IL

Russell T. Paarlberg 
Secretary, Schererville IN

Lawrence J. Van Drunen 
Treasurer, South Holland IL

Raymond Bolhouse, Wheaton IL

Deb Dobben, Crete IL

Peter Knight, West Pennant Hills,  
New South Wales, Australia

Martin Ozinga III, Mokena IL

Wesley G. Potts, Munster IN

Dirk Reitsma, Mulgoa,  
New South Wales, Australia

Kevin Stulp, Castaic CA

Jan Turkenburg, Amersfoort, Netherlands

Floris van den Dool, Almere, Netherlands

Tom Van Prooyen, Saint John IN

Board of Directors

Mission Statement
We serve the local church and other partners 
around the world by providing Bibles and 
Scripture materials for them to bring others into 
a right relationship with our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 
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I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.  
So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, 

but God who gives the increase.
1 Corinthians 3:6-7 (NKJV)
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