
HAITI (Orange City, IA)
   Bible League-Haiti expresses the 
highest gratitude to Bibles for Missions 
Thrift Centers for all the support they 
have provided, to all the brothers and 
sisters in Christ for their ongoing 
prayers, and to donors for their 

financial, technical, and physical support. They must know 
that Bible League International-Haiti would not be able to 
accomplish its ministry without their unfailing help. To 
God be the glory!

KENYA (Worthington, MN)
Because of your efforts, former 
addict Nanguya now has a Bible of 
his own. “When going through the 
Transformation study guide, I learned 
about new life in Christ—that the 
old life is gone, and now I am a new 

person according to 2 Corinthians 5:17. I still crave for 
alcohol and drugs sometimes, but I am now determined to 
commit myself fully to Christ—the foundation that cannot 
be shaken,” he says. For the past five months since he 
surrendered his life to Christ, he has been a good example 
to others addicted to alcohol and drugs in his community. 
With much gratitude Nanguya  says, “I appreciate the 
opportunity to study God’s Word through intensive Bible 
study using the Transformation study guide and the Easy-
to-Read Bible I received.” 

MEXICO (Kentwood, Holland/Douglas & Lincoln, MI)
Bible League-Mexico praises the Lord 
for each dedicated Volunteer who has 
given time and donations through the 
ministry of Bibles for Missions Thrift 
Centers. Without your help, Bible 
League-Mexico wouldn’t be able to 
deliver the message of salvation and 

hope to so many. “Thanks to the love that the Lord has 
placed in your hearts, many are being reached with God’s 
Word throughout Mexico. I know without any doubt that 
without your help and contributions, we couldn’t move 
forward. Thank you so much for all your effort, time, and 
dedication so that the Bibles and resources needed for the 
Lord’s cause reach those that need it most. Thank you for 
your support; Mexico surely needs it.”

PHILIPPINES (Orland Park, IL)
Rainier lost his mother and all his 
siblings to Typhoon Yolanda, and he 
himself barely survived. In his shaken 
voice, he shared that his mother could 
have been spared had she not tried to 
save his two-year-old sister. Left alone 

with no family and no home, Rainier was contemplating 
suicide. But God’s love is miraculous and powerful. Just at 

that dark moment, the Bible League-Philippines van was 
passing by, and they stopped to speak to him. They told 
him to be strong and to hold on, and gave him a copy of 
the New Testament. The Filipino team left Rainier with 
a smile on his face! Thank you for equipping the faithful 
workers of Bible League-Philippines. God’s Word is 
helping build new lives out of tragedy. 

EASTERN EUROPE (Pella, IA)
“The Word of the Lord brought me 
faith. Thanks to God for the two 
men who gave me a Bible. I thank 
God for the Bible that I took as a gift 
because I had no money to buy, a gift 
so precious not only for myself but 

also for my family. The Bible changed my life and saved 
my family. Now the money I earn while working, I do 
not use for alcohol anymore, but for my family needs. My 
wife and my children have also become believers. I want 
to thank the two men from Bible League that gave me the 
Bible for free and who headed me to a local church! God 
bless your ministry! I’m so grateful for the opportunity 
you gave me to recognize God!”

UKRAINE (Grand Rapids/NW, MI)
“We are grateful to the Lord for 
those brothers and sisters who have 
sacrificed their time and strength, 
finances and prayers. For Ukrainian 
citizens in this difficult time, it’s 
important and valuable to have the 

opportunity to hear about God and receive the Holy 
Scripture. We would like to thank those people who 
remember in prayer the ministry of Bible League-Ukraine 
and help us to do God’s work as much as possible. 
Everything that has been provided to us throughout 
Ukraine—from east to west, from north to south—has 
been sent to refugees and migrants from the zone of anti-
terrorist operations. We haven’t had such an opportunity 
to massively and freely preach about God for a long time. 
We believe the Lord will reward you a hundredfold for all 
your blessings to Ukraine.”

VENEZUELA (Battle Creek, MI)
Pastor Luis is excited about the 
progress in his church. “This year, 
three new teachers were trained 
through Project Philip for children. 
Through these new teachers, God has 
allowed us to open four new study 

groups for different ages. I need to highlight that these 
groups are composed of marginalized groups who most 
often are extremely poor. Thanks to you, these groups 
can now study the Bible. I have been working with Bible 
League materials since 1999, and it has been a blessing. 
May God bless you all!”

Greetings and Happy New Year! I hope you had a 
tremendous Christmas, too! I just want to write a quick 
note to thank you for all of your daily efforts that are 
making a kingdom difference. God has blessed us so 
much in bringing each of you into this ministry. Arm-
in-arm we can, and are, making a difference for someone 
hearing about Jesus for the first time. Whether in written 
or electronic form, His Word is getting out because of 
your efforts.

I have been trying to get out to speak to churches, 
leaders, senior groups, and the like, about the ministry 
and the need for new Volunteers. If we want to leave a 
legacy and see this ministry continue to reach out, we 
need new blood like never before. Reach out to your 
small group, neighbors, the newly retired, your coffee 
klatch, bowling buddies—anyone that can help us move 
this ministry forward. 

And remember, as new volunteers come aboard, please 
welcome them into our Volunteer culture. I see different 
articles about ministries missing that opportunity and 
losing volunteers who just don’t feel connected. 

Looking forward to another new year of  
making a KINGDOM DIFFERENCE
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There are 100 “one anothers” in the New Testament: 33% 
on unity, 33% on love, and another 15% on humility. 
In your mornings at the Centers and during your own 
devotional time, pray for one another, so that we love 
one another genuinely and have unity in the stores. 
Remember, God gives grace to the humble, and lifts us 
up when we set aside our pride. People are introduced to 
Jesus by seeing Jesus in us. Be that light this year. Right 
where you are, by building a culture of prayer, we can 
be the difference-makers for 2015! Pray for the needs of 
each other and the Centers, pray for the day, and pray we 
follow Him wholeheartedly.  

You are ALL awesome Volunteers! I hope you enjoy 
reading the stories in this issue of the VitaLink. God is 
faithful; He has helped us recover from the awful winter 
we had in 2014, and my prayer is He’ll surprise us in 2015!

Be blessed,

John Scafe
National Director
Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers

Be the light in your communities—we can be the difference-makers for this year!

VITALINK



RETREATS AND VOLUNTEERS IN 2015

THANK YOU FOR BRINGING HOPE AND TRANSFORMATION TO A BROKEN WORLD!

Continued on page 4

Were you able to join us as we retreated with a reason last fall? 
We were truly refreshed while refreshing others through the 
provision of Bibles. 

We want to give you a heads up on the scheduled 
dates for this year’s retreats so that you can possibly 

reserve the day and come with a friend or 
family member. The first two retreats will 

feature Valerie Elliot Shepard as our 
speaker, and the last three will feature 
Gracia Burnham. Valerie is the only 
child of Jim and Elisabeth Elliot. Jim 
was one of five speared to death by the 

Auca Indians in the Amazon jungle of 
Ecuador in 1956. Gracia and her late husband, Martin, were both 
kidnapped in 2001 and held captive for over a year by a militant 
Muslim group in the jungles of the Philippines. This would be a 
great year to invite the men in your life for these historical, spirit-
filled testimonies. You won’t want to miss the retreat in your area:

Michigan • 9/10/15 • Friendship Christian Reformed Church • Byron Center, MI
Minn-Ia-Kota • 9/15/15 • First Reformed Church • Sioux Center, IA
Central Iowa • 9/17/15 • Third Reformed Church • Pella, IA
Wisconsin • 9/22/15 • Trinity Reformed Church • Waupun, WI
Illiana • 9/24/15 • Cedar Lake Conference Grounds • Cedar Lake, IN

As the holiday season spotlights acts of kindness and giving 
back, a new federal study shows that one in four Americans 

volunteered through an organization and two-thirds 
helped their neighbors last year. “We are calling on 
Americans to volunteer in their communities, and 
to invite their friends and families to join them,” said 
Wendy Spencer, CEO of the Corporation for National 
and Community Service. “Volunteers enrich our 
communities and keep our nation strong. Service also 
connects us with our neighbors and provides a chance 
to use our skills for the common good. There are so 
many ways we can make a difference for those in need 
throughout the entire year.” This year’s report found 
that 62.6 million adults (25.4%) volunteered through 
an organization. Altogether, Americans volunteered 
nearly 7.7 billion hours last year. The estimated value 
of this volunteer service is nearly $173 billion, based 
on the Independent Sector’s estimate of the average 
value of a volunteer hour. 

We count you as a blessing for the ministry as you seek 
to bless others. You are truly priceless! May the Lord 
bless and keep you in this new year as you continue to 
serve Him with your hands and heart!

CENTER COMMUNICATION CORNER

MEMPHIS CENTER
Bellevue Baptist Church has adopted the Memphis Center as 
part of their Bellevue Loves Memphis program. David and 
Susan Bennett, long-time members at Bellevue, were excited 
to become Volunteers at the Center. Here’s their story....

We have been Bellevue members for 40 years—we met at 
Bellevue, were married at Bellevue, and have been blessed 
to see our children and grandchildren be a part of the 
Bellevue family. 

In 2014 we both retired, and we’d been praying about what 
kind of ministry we might have together in retirement. 
We enjoy shopping at thrift stores, one of which was the 
Memphis Bibles for Missions Thrift Center. When we 
first heard about the joint venture between Bellevue and 
BFMTC, we had been praying and investigating ministry 
opportunities for our Life Group (Sunday school) at 
Bellevue. It was decided that our Life Group would focus 
on the Bellevue/BFMTC ministry. We currently have eight 
individuals from our Life Group involved on a rotating basis. 

Everyone involved has reported more than once that the 
ministry is blessing their lives. The blessings are in several 
aspects. For starters, we have the opportunity to help 
sort, display, and sell the various items that come into the 
store to provide for the needs of families. We have the 
opportunity to interact with the volunteers from several 
other churches who also volunteer at BFMTC. We have 
the opportunity to share a smile and help shoppers. And 
finally, we are assisting in an effort that brings in funds 
that provide Bibles for China and funds to support mission 

PELLA CENTER
The renovations at the Pella, Iowa Thrift Center are on 
schedule for an end-of-February completion. Please 
continue to pray for the construction crew and Volunteers 
who are working to make this happen. To God be the glory 
for the great things He has done with and through us!

opportunities throughout the world. 

We are blessed to be a part of the family of God and part of 
the partnership between Bellevue and BFMTC. However, 
the biggest blessings have been the occasions, and there 
have been several, when we have had the opportunity to 
stop and talk and even pray with individuals shopping in 
the store and tell them about the relationship we have—and 
that they can have—with our Lord, Jesus Christ. We are 
praying that the ministry opportunities will continue to 
grow as we continue to grow in the grace of God.

Thanks for the opportunity to share our blessings in being 
involved with this ministry!

David and Susan Bennett

BULGARIA (Crystal, MN)
Family members of Junior Kreps, the 
visionary who brought the idea of 
a Bibles for Missions Thrift Center 
to our area, traveled to Bulgaria in 
January for the dedication of the 
Bible League-Bulgaria building, and 

to sponsor Sofia Gospel Choir outreach. Pray for Crystal 
Thrift Center funds to remain strong, as they are the 
primary support for Bible League Bulgaria. 

CHINA (Memphis, TN)
Susan is blessed to have started the 
first and only church in her small, 
rural community. “People are eager 
to learn the Word of God,” she says. 
“Many walk nearly an hour to attend 
Bible studies, and more than 80 people 

have joined. The Bibles and study materials allow them to 
draw closer to God, and they simply say, ‘thank you.’”

COLOMBIA (Highland, IN)
On behalf of the Colombian churches, 
please receive a huge hug in Christ! 
Thank you to each and every donor that 
supports this ministry. Because of you, 
in 2014 alone more than 20,000 adults 
and children now have a Bible. Now they 

can have a better relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Thanks to you there are more than 180 new Church 
Planters this year holding new Bible study groups and 
working towards establishing new churches.

ECUADOR (Jenison, MI)
Pastor Maria used to struggle to expand 
small groups into churches. Then Bible 
League’s Church Planting Institute gave 
her the training and tools for planting a 
church from the ground up. Thank you 
for helping grow the Church in Ecuador!

Blessed to serve with you, 
Connie Reitsma 
Director of Volunteer Relations 
Bible League International 
Liaison, Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers

ORLAND PARK CENTER
The Internet continues to be a wonderful asset for the Orland 
Park Center. Sales have moved beyond books and CDs to 
larger and more expensive items. Sales on Craigslist and eBay 
equal not hundreds of dollars, but thousands. Last year alone, 
our Centers did over $160,000 in sales just on Amazon—that’s 
like adding a whole new Center! And it’s really helping get the 
message out about our ministry too.

Selling on eBay exposes the Center to a wider audience—it’s 
like free advertising. People have bought from the Center who 
never knew it existed before, or who don’t even live in the area. 
They saw the items on eBay and came in to purchase. Here are 
some examples of online sales: 

• A buyer from Naperville bought antique toy trucks.

• A buyer from Wisconsin came to purchase a commercial 
coffee maker after seeing it online.

• Two Trek bikes sold for over $1,000 when someone saw them 
on eBay, called, came in, and bought them.

It’s clear that eBay is a great advertising tool and reaches 
a huge number of potential new buyers.

Orland Park has started an e-mail list for shoppers to 
sign up for a Center e-newsletter, possibly about up-
coming sales, events, or just information about Bible 
League. This will be a great way to keep customers 
engaged. Already nearly 60 people have signed up. 

For books that don’t sell or that we have too many of, 
such as sets of encyclopedias, Orland is trying out a 
new program called Discover Books. They provide a 
bin for collections and come pick up the books, and a 
rebate program returns $.07 a pound. This will generate 
additional income for items that were previously just 
disposed of. Books are kept out of landfills, and go to 
those in need. It’s a win-win situation for everyone. If the 
program goes well, all of the Bibles for Missions Thrift 
Centers can participate if they choose. 

Praise the Lord, God uses all sorts of ways to make the 
Centers successful and further our mission!


