
Summer 2013 is in the books with lots of activities. Several 
stores were active in their communities. Jenison, Highland, 
and Grand Rapids Southeast have been parade-bound for the 
last several years for the Memorial and 4th of July parades in 
their areas, and the reviews along the parade route have been 
well received. Some sent out coupons, plus giving out small 
stuffed animals along the way was a nice touch. I believe people 
really appreciate our Centers. And we need to keep telling the 
story, as there are quite a few that don’t know about us. So, this 
is a wonderful marketing tool.

Anyone have an abundance of books?! Memphis was about 
ready to send a bunch to the Memphis Community Library 
before a couple of ladies took it upon themselves to do a 
Sidewalk Sale before they went. They sold them for 25¢ to 
50¢, and in the first three hours, they sold over $100. They 
brought out four tables in front of the Center and lined up 
books as best they could by category, paperbacks, self-help, 
fiction, non-fiction, etc. They also brought out all the extra 
boxes upon boxes of books to put underneath and alongside 
all the tables. At 8:00 a.m., people were already stopping, 
wondered what was going on, asked if the store was open, 
and if they could buy now. One gentleman bought three 
boxes and another lady bought two boxes! So it gave a little 
lift to the Saturday sales! Think outside the box as far as how 
we can present our items to the public. You can come up with 
another wonderful idea!

Grand Rapids Northwest just participated with their Annual 
Sidewalk Sales Days for all the Grand Rapids Leonard Street 

Business Association participants. They had half off of ALL 
clothes and books. They used signs in the store, bag stuffers, 
an advertisement in the regional paper, plus helium balloons 
on the days of the event. Tons came off the shelves and racks 
making room for more! They still had quite a few boxes of 
spring and summer clothing left over when they began, so this 
allowed them to move quite a few boxes. And with all the extra 
books coming into the Center, this sale freed up lots of shelf 
space for new arrivals.

If you’ve ever seen the television show “Hoarders,” Battle Creek 
just got the blessing of having a man bring in his deceased 
wife’s “collections.” Almost all the items were new: candy 
making, Wilton cake pans, fabric bolts in crates, boxes, you 
name it. The man has made over five truckloads so far, and he 
told the ladies, there is more to come! Yes, there was some stuff 
they can’t use, but considering the whole scheme of things; the 
Center received some really good items.

Jenison is observing its 10-year anniversary…congratulations! 
So to celebrate, they are going to pass on the savings to their 
customers of 50% off ALL items. That’s right, you heard it 
here first, the entire store is going on sale! They trust the Lord 
to continue to bring in ample donations which have been 
streaming in, even with a new competitor and a major remodel 
of another thrift store. They have a long list of ladies that are 
going to bring in treats for the two-day event for the customers, 
and they are bringing in extra Volunteers to man (or woman) 
the sales floor. They are going to decorate with helium balloons 
to make it look festive. Plus, the new electronic sign board is 

GREETINGS TO ALL THRIFT CENTER VOLUNTEERS!

testimonies confirm that the Bible is the best tool. Seeing 
churches grow and hundreds more planted, confirm this. 
Churches motivate us. Bible League materials and Bibles are 
well received and very helpful. We try to cover the whole 
country with volunteers and pastors committed to their 
ministry with Bible League. Thank you for your help!”

HAITI (Orange City, IA)

“I grew up in a Christian family and accepted 
Jesus as my Lord and Savior on April 16th, 1968.  
I started looking for something good for the 
members of the congregation and God guided me 
to Bible League.  The programs have helped me a 
lot in my ministry.  After the Philips were trained, they were 
able to evangelize very effectively and improved our ministry.  
The follow-up training produced Ethiopians. My life has been 
completely transformed.  God has taken away my worries, 
discouragement, and pain so that I may continue the ministry.  
We continue to seek your prayers and support for our Haitian 
Creole translation project. With God’s guidance and support, 
we intend to release the Life of Jesus in Creole next year.”

KENyA (Worthington, MN)

“The school had only one copy of Bible study 
material which I used as a teacher’s guide. 

When Bible League International donated Friends Forever, this 
was a breakthrough because children had direct access to the 
study.  Friends Forever was the best study guide and pupils have 
grown to know Christ in a better way. A clear understanding of 
God’s Word is evident.  Twenty pupils gave their lives to Christ, 
and we honor God.  After the pupils received their Bibles, I was 
so surprised that they carry these Bibles to school every day 
and have inspired each other through memorizing Bible verses 
and desiring to study more.  Our head teacher, Grace, applauds 
Bible League International for making such remarkable spiritual 
growth in this school.” Friends Forever, a Bible study guide 
and New Testaments provided by Bible League International, 
have been a great inspiration to the students. Please pray these 
students will remain spiritually upright and that these young 
lives will place their faith and trust in the Lord.

MExICO   (Grand Rapids/SE, Holland/Douglas &  
Holland/Lincoln, MI)

Project Philip Children is the answer to the 
great need to evangelize Mexican children. 
The children’s ministries have been 
neglected by many churches due to the lack 
of material and proper training to approach 
this very delicate part of their population. Bible League will 
equip churches and associations with basic tools to enable them 
to take the message of salvation to children. With the help of 
trainers, people will learn to evangelize and disciple children as 
well as to provide them with a Bible or New Testament. 

PHILIPPINES (Orland Park, IL)

 “I’m Pastor Daniel Obrero, Senior Pastor 
of the Sarrat Bible Baptist Church. I praise 
and thank the Lord for the more than 300 
Easy-to-Read Bibles you have provided to us. Indeed, God is 
so good for using you as a channel of blessing to our youth 
and children in our church and four local missions. Every child 
was so excited and happy as they received their new Bible. 
We encouraged them to read daily and even bring them to 
church and school. I can say that the Bible you have given us is 
very useful in proclaiming the Gospel of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. May our good Lord reward your generosity and 
investment in the lives of Filipinos. Your labor of love is never 
in vain in the Lord. Thank you so much!”

EASTERN EUROPE (Pella, IA)

 “God has shown me not only by His Spirit 
how much He loves me, but also through 
His Word, as His love is written in the Word 

you are providing. There is a lot to be done, door-to-door 
evangelism is wide open, and we had only 60 Bibles stored in 
our warehouse. The need was great and the burden was heavy. 
Hope came when we learned of Bible League’s willingness to 
help by providing Bibles for us in Macedonia. The need of 
the Bible was growing from day to day and many of the local 
churches were expecting the Bibles to arrive. Churches had 
prayer gatherings for Bibles to arrive. Praise God for Bible 
League!”

UKRAINE (Grand Rapids/NW, MI)

 “My name is Lena, and I am 10 years old. 
When meetings for children began in 
Bulgakovo, they read stories about God, 
and I wanted to attend these meetings. From our village to 
Bulgakovo is 3 kilometers, but I agreed with my friends to 
go together. I learned a lot about Jesus and that He gave me 
salvation. I want to read stories about Him at home, but I don’t 
have a Bible. At these meetings I got only a small Scripture 
portion from Bible League. I read it all and now am waiting to 
attend another Christian camp and Bible study to receive my 
own Bible. Thank you for making this possible.” 

VENEzUELA ( Battle Creek, MI)

 Oswaldo said, “There is freedom of religion 
in Venezuela but it has been threatened 
lately because of the political situation 
and economic crisis. There is much instability, violence, and 
poverty. 23,000 deaths occurred last year with 30% inflation 
in 2012. The Word of God is the only thing that can give the 
people hope. They need support more than ever. We are also 
using Bible League materials in our jails. When prisoners finish 
the Bible study course, they get a reduction in their sentence. 
Thank you for providing these desperately needed Bibles.” 

VitaLink is published by Bible for Missions Thrift Centers to inform 
Volunteers of the results their efforts accomplish through Bible League 
International. For more information, please contact John Scafe, 3386 
Central Blvd., Hudsonville, MI 49426, 616-662-3663, or email JScafe@
BibleLeague.org. Please visit our website at www.biblesformissions.org!
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PUTTING ON THE CLOAK OF A VOLUNTEER 
If you were able to attend one of the fall retreats hosted by Bible 
League Volunteers, you might have heard me speak on, “Where are 
the Elishas today?” I took a photo of a picture hanging in one of our 
Ministry Director’s office here in Crete and thought I’d share with 
you. We all know Elisha was a farmer, not a graduate of prophet 
school. He was an ordinary person called by God. Prophets aren’t 
just special people in the Bible; prophets include each and every 
one of us whom Jesus calls to follow Him. Jesus extends to each of 
us the cloak of the prophet. We are called to tell the Good News 
that God is King, that Jesus has conquered sin and death, and that 
the Spirit of God is at WORK 
renewing every square inch 
of the world we live in. Bible 
League materials and Bibles 
WORK around the world, 
so thank you for WORKing 
toward that end as well. 

A prophet is a prayer warrior 
because a prophet knows 
there is more power in a single 
prayer – God’s power – than in all the chariots and horses of 
any king. We too can claim the power of God-centered prayer 
as we carry His name, being called “Christian.”  Prophets are 
like conduits, pipelines between God and the world. A prophet 
stands between the One who speaks and the ones who need to 
hear. While traveling with our Volunteer group and John Scafe to 
South America, we learned once again that Bible League materials 
and Bibles WORK around the world, so we must continue to do 
our WORK in providing, placing, and planting. The Good News 
of the Gospel is for the whole world. A bearer of Good News is 
like one starving person telling another starving person where to 

find food; being a prophet of God is a matter of one person telling 
another person the reason why they can hope. Bible League 
materials and Bibles WORK in communities and that is where 
you are at WORK too!

Jesus never fed the people by Himself – He used the disciples 
to distribute the bread and serve the people. Servants don’t just 
share the Good News; they are the Good News. He not only wants 
to feed us but also wants us to help Him feed others. Of course, 
like the disciples, we will look at our resources and wonder how 
we can make any difference. Our supplies or stamina will seem 
small and inadequate. But Jesus doesn’t care about that. Our call 
is to offer what we have and to trust that it will be enough. We 
are to stand by, ready to serve, and to be surprised by what He 
does with the resources we have! He is eager to bring us into His 
WORK. Bible League materials and Bibles WORK, period…now 
we must!  IT WORKS!

As you continue to help provide Bibles through your Center’s 
contributions, more Bibles are being placed in the hands of 
people meeting Jesus while planting more churches around the 
world. Maybe we can find others who will wear this cloak. We 
need more Thrift Centers in local communities and more Key 
Contacts in their local churches. We know IT WORKS! Can we 
let others know that they too can be a part of this great WORK?  

We, He, needs more WORKers just like you. 
“Where are more Elishas today?”

WORKing with you,
Connie Reitsma
Director of Volunteer Development
Bible League International
Liaison for Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers

making the public aware of the upcoming event. We pray the 
results are stupendous for all!

There’s big news out of Pella, Iowa again. With the approval of the 
local Center Committee and our National Executive Committee, 
Pella has purchased their building. Dan Rinzema, President, shot 
a number past the owners to see if they would like to sell the 
building and property as our lease was coming up in under two 
years. The local Committee was debating on whether to buy that 
building or start looking somewhere else to get a better lease or 
potential purchase. Unfortunately, the choices for buildings in 
Pella for the size we needed were very, very slim, so we are very 
excited for the crew to have their own building. After researching 
three different banks, their current bank came in with the best 
rate and term and BFMTC has now purchased our fifth property. 
The local Committee hopes to add additional storage which will 
make more room for more sales space in the future.

You all continue to do a masterful job in making the Centers look 

wonderful as well as taking care of the customers and donators! 
We do have our “regulars,” but the new people we continue 
to find is promising to the growth of the chain’s contributions 
and donations. The people love our CAUSE and your ability to 
discern and keep the GOOD STUFF on the floor giving them a 
“bigger bang for their buck.”

I pray God will continue to give you encouragement to take 
on the task at hand on your given day and to share this good 
work with others as you invite them in. So after many visits this 
summer, I just want to say to all of you, even though I didn’t get 

to see all your faces, well done, good and 
faithful servants!

Serving with you,
John Scafe
National Director
Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers

VISITS TO THE THRIFT CENTERS
While visiting Bible League 
International in Crete, Illinois 
for their 75th anniversary, we 
had the opportunity to take two 
of the Directors to come visit 
some of our Thrift Centers. Jorge 

Dussan on right, Bible League Regional Operations Director for 
South America visited Battle Creek now supporting Venezuela 
and Jenison supporting Ecuador. Rafael Serrano on left, Senior 
Director of Latin America, came to visit our Mexico Centers, 
Holland North and South, and Grand Rapids Southeast. This was 
Jorge’s first visit to our Centers and Rafael’s second. Jorge couldn’t 
believe how many Volunteers (unpaid other than heavenly 
rewards) support these stores day in, day out, for the Kingdom. 
He was overwhelmed and very grateful for all that is done for the 
countries and people he represents. Rafael appreciates the heart 
and long-standing support from our Volunteers for Mexico. We’d 

also like to give a special 
thanks to Tom Foote, the 
Regional Field Director for 
Bible League for Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, and 
Wisconsin, for getting them 
to Michigan from Illinois.

All enjoyed meeting with 
the Volunteers, seeing the 
locations, and giving some updates on how the ministries are 
doing in their respective countries. They would love to host a few 
of you to come visit their countries. You would see Project Philip 
in action and see how God is transforming lives by seeing and 
hearing God’s truths and knowing his son Jesus Christ through 
Scriptures and Bibles that you send!

NEW BIBLES FOR MISSIONS BIKE DELIVERy
This might sound crazy, but this young lady REALLY wanted a chair she spotted at the Jenison 
Center. Larry Herweyer, the Center’s Chairperson, thought she was kidding when she stated that 
she carts everything around town on her bike, and she’d bring the chair home on it too. Larry said, 
“When I first saw her, I wondered how she would get this home and could she really get it home 
on her bike.” She said, “I cart everything home with this, groceries, you name it, I have probably 
hauled it.” Larry thought no way, but then she brought out the bungee cords! Sure enough, after a 
few straps, that blue chair started to head to her home!

THANK yOU FOR PROVIDING GOD’S WORD SO PEOPLE MEET JESUS! 
BULGARIA (Crystal, MN)

“At that moment, I felt God’s warm presence 
fill me,” says this grateful new believer in 
Bulgaria. “There was no more room for 
fear. I was free. Thank you for reaching out to people like me!” 
Please pray for outcomes of the second module of Church 
Planting Training for the region of Blagoevgrad that took place 
in September. 

CHINA (Memphis, TN)

“Our churches are growing so fast.  We are 
in desperate need of qualified workers.  Most 
leaders just read the Bible and do not know 

how to study it. The pastor Study Bibles you have brought us 
contain such detailed information for each verse.  Just when we 
needed training you came with this timely gift.  It is such good 
spiritual food for us.  Thank you so much!”

COLOMBIA (Highland, IN)

“I am a participant of the Church Planting 
program, and I am being prepared with 
excellence for this ministry. All the Bibles and 
support material supplied by the Bible League International are 
a big contribution for the community because they facilitate the 
understanding and comprehension of the Scriptures. It is very 
helpful for us to teach discipleship and evangelism. Besides, a 
Book that provides Good News is always very welcomed by our 
people. It provides effective results as people receive the Word of 
God and start practicing it.”

ECUADOR ( Jenison, MI)

Maira shares, “The team in Ecuador dreams 
aggressively. They are fully convinced 
and absolutely engaged in a vision to see 

lives transformed for Christ through the Word of God. Many 

Between 1989 and 2012, Bible League provided 
a little more than 49 million Bibles to churches 
around the globe. In those 24 years, they 
reported on the impact of  those Bibles: 


