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Obadiah
Edom Will Be Punished
1

 This is the vision of Obadiah. This is what 
the Lord God says about Edom:

We heard a report from the Lord.
A messenger was sent to the nations.

He said, “Let’s go fight against Edom.”

The Lord Speaks to Edom
 2 “Edom, I will make you the smallest 

nation.
Everyone will hate you very much.

 3 Your pride has fooled you.
You live in those caves high on the 

cliff.
Your home is high in the hills.

So you say to yourself,
‘No one can bring me to the 

ground.’ ”

Edom Will Be Brought Low
 4 This is what the Lord says:

“Even though you fly high like the 
eagle

and put your nest among the stars,
I will bring you down from there.

 5 You really will be ruined!
Thieves will come to you.

Robbers will come in the night,
and they will take all they want.

When workers gather grapes in your 
vineyards,

they will leave a few grapes behind.
 6 But the enemy will search hard for 

Esau’s hidden treasures,
and they will find them all.

 7 All those who are your friends
will force you out of the land.

Those who were at peace with you will 
trick you,

and they will defeat you.
The soldiers who fought by your side

are planning a trap for you.

They say, ‘He doesn’t expect a thing!’ ”

 8 The Lord says, “On that day
I will destroy the wise people from 

Edom.
I will destroy the intelligent people 

from the mountain of Esau.a

 9 Teman, your brave soldiers will be 
afraid.

Everyone will be destroyed from 
the mountain of Esau.

Many people will be killed.
 10 You will be covered with shame

because you were very cruel to your 
brother Jacob.

So you will be destroyed 
completely.

 11 You joined the enemies of Israel.
Strangers carried Israel’s treasures 

away.
Foreigners entered Israel’s city gate.

They threw lots to decide what part 
of Jerusalem they would get.

And you were right there with them, 
waiting to get your share.

 12 You should not have laughed b
at your brother’s trouble.

You should not have been happy
when they destroyed Judah.

You should not have bragged c
at the time of their trouble.

 13 You should not have entered the city 
gate of my people

and laughed at their problems.
You should not have taken their 

treasures
in the time of their trouble.

 14 You should not have stood where the 
roads cross

a 8 mountain of Esau That is, Mount Seir.
b 12 laughed Literally, “looked.” Also in verse 13.
c 12 bragged Literally, “made your mouth big.”
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and destroyed those who were 
trying to escape.

You should not have captured those 
who escaped alive.

 15 The Day of the Lord is coming soon
to all the nations.

And the evil you did to others will 
happen to you.

The same bad things will fall down 
on your own head.

 16 You spilled a blood on my holy 
mountain,b

so other nations will spill your 
blood.c

You will be finished.
It will be as if you never existed.

 17 But there will be survivors on Mount 
Zion.

They will be my special people.
The nation of Jacob d will take back

what belongs to it.
 18 The family of Jacob will be like a fire.

The nation of Joseph will be like a 
flame.

But the nation of Esau e will be like 
ashes.

a 16 spilled Literally, “drank.”
b 16 holy mountain One of the mountains Jerusalem was 
built on. Sometimes Zion is used to mean Jerusalem itself. Also 
in verses 17, 21.
c 16 spill your blood Literally, “drink and swallow.”
d 17 nation of Jacob Literally, “the house of Jacob.” This could 
mean the people of Israel or only its leaders.
e 18 nation of Esau Literally, “the house of Esau.”

The people of Judah will burn 
Edom,

and they will destroy it.
Then there will be no survivors in the 

nation of Esau.”
This will happen because the Lord 

said it would.
 19 Then people from the Negev will live 

on the mountain of Esau.
And people from the foothills will 

take the Philistine lands.
They will live in the land of Ephraim 

and Samaria.
Gilead will belong to Benjamin.

 20 People from Israel were forced to leave 
their homes,

but they will take back the land of 
Canaan, all the way to Zarephath.

People from Judah were forced to 
leave Jerusalem and live in 
Sepharad.f

But they will take back the cities of 
the Negev.

 21 The winners g will go up on Mount 
Zion

to rule the people who live on 
Esau’s mountain.

And the kingdom will belong to the 
Lord.

f 20 Sepharad This is probably Spain.
g 21 winners Or “saviors.” Those who led their people to vic-
tory in war.

© 2014 Bible League International



Bible League International and its Global Partners provide Scriptures for millions of people who 
still do not have the life-giving hope found in God’s Word. Every purchase of an Easy-to-Read 
Translation™ enables the printing of a Bible for a person who needs God’s Word somewhere in 
the world. To provide even more Scriptures for more people, please make a donation at www.
bibleleague.org/donate or contact us at Bible League International, 1 Bible League Plaza, Crete, IL 
60417. Bible League International exists to develop and provide Easy-to-Read Bible translations and 
Scripture resources for churches and partners as they help people meet Jesus.

© 2014 Bible League International

Holy Bible: Easy-to-Read Version™ (ERV™)
© 1987, 2004 Bible League International

Maps, Illustrations © 2012–2013 Bible League International

Additional materials © Bible League International

All rights reserved.

This copyrighted material may be quoted up to 1000 verses without written permission. 
However, the extent of quotation must not comprise a complete book nor should it amount to 
more than 50% of the work in which it is quoted. This copyright notice must appear on the title 
or copyright page:

Taken from the Holy Bible: Easy-to-Read Version™ (ERV™) © 1987, 2004 by Bible League 
International and used by permission.

When quotations from the ERV are used in non-saleable media, such as church bulletins, 
orders of service, posters, transparencies or similar media, a complete copyright notice is 
not required, but the initials (ERV) must appear at the end of each quotation. Requests for 
permission to use quotations or reprints in excess of 1000 verses or more than 50% of the work 
in which they are quoted, or other permission requests, must be directed to and approved in 
writing by Bible League International.

Bible League International
1 Bible League Plaza
Crete, IL 60417
Phone: (866) 825-4636
Email: permissions@bibleleague.org
Web: www.bibleleague.org

Free downloads: www.bibleleague.org/downloads


	000_DIS-ENG-B-PDF-1407 Front p-ii.pdf
	Abbreviations
	Preface
	Introduction
	Old Testament
	Genesis
	Exodus
	Leviticus
	Numbers
	Deuteronomy
	Joshua
	Judges
	Ruth
	1 Samuel
	2 Samuel
	1 Kings
	2 Kings
	1 Chronicles
	2 Chronicles
	Ezra
	Nehemiah
	Esther
	Job
	Psalms
	Proverbs
	Ecclesiastes
	Song of Songs
	Isaiah
	Jeremiah
	Lamentations
	Ezekiel
	Daniel
	Hosea
	Joel
	Amos
	Obadiah
	Jonah
	Micah
	Nahum
	Habakkuk
	Zephaniah
	Haggai
	Zechariah
	Malachi
	New Testament
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John
	Acts
	Romans
	1 Corinthians
	2 Corinthians
	Galatians
	Ephesians
	Philippians
	Colossians
	1 Thessalonians
	2 Thessalonians
	1 Timothy
	2 Timothy
	Titus
	Philemon
	Hebrews
	James
	1 Peter
	2 Peter
	1 John
	2 John
	3 John
	Jude
	Revelation
	Additional Helps
	Word List
	Maps




