
HAITI (Orange City, IA)
 Moliere Noel was only 17 when he 
went through Bible League’s Church 
Planting program. “Because of this 
training, I’ve been able to plant five 
churches with God’s blessing.” Being 
a Church Planter in Haiti isn’t easy; 

some  people don’t welcome the Word of God. “You have 
to fight the good fight every day.” The materials from 
Bible League are simple and easy to understand, and very 
effective with non-believers. “When we were able to give 
them Bibles, it was like Christmas came early,” said Pastor 
Moliere. “Without access to Bible League’s materials, I don’t 
know how we would be able to nourish our new believers.” 

KENYA (Worthington, MN)
Jeoffrey Kakai Mahasi is a young man 
living on the outskirts of Nairobi. He 
was brought up in a Christian family, 
but in high school became rebellious 
and abandoned the church. Later he 
was introduced to the Project Philip 

program. Kakai says, “The lessons inspired me, and I 
clearly understood Scripture. Psalm 119:105 taught me that 
I need God’s Word to direct my life.” Today, Kakai is taking 
the Word to his community. “I am grateful to Bible League 
for Project Philip’s strong foundation that enabled me to 
become an effective minister of the Word.” 

MEXICO (Kentwood, Holland/Douglas 
& Lincoln, MI)
Angelica del Pilar works with the deaf, 
mute, and the blind. Thirteen years 
ago, Angelica woke up deaf. After 
an entire year of struggle, she finally 
recognized God was calling her. “I 

asked God for forgiveness and went to sleep with a burden 
in my heart. The next day I woke up, and I could hear 
again!” Angelica began working with the deaf. “We used 
a popular version of the Bible, but the words used in this 
text were strange to the deaf, and they couldn’t understand 
it.” This changed when they received Bible League’s easy-
to-read Spanish Bible, the Word of God for All. “It is a great 
blessing for us,” said Angelica. “We are very grateful, and 
may God bless you all abundantly!”

PHILIPPINES (Orland Park, IL)
Recently, 5,500 copies of the Cebuano 
New Testament were provided on 
Bantayan Island, Cebu. This tiny island 
in the northernmost part of Cebu 
was severely hit by typhoon Yolanda. 
A pastor said, “For six months, we 

have been praying for Bibles. All of the Bibles in our 
churches were gone. When Bible League came, it was an 
answer from the Lord! The Yolanda disaster has brought 

many islanders to our churches. Now we have the Holy 
Scriptures to share and give to them! Praise God!”

EASTERN EUROPE (Pella, IA)
In 1967, the Albanian dictator 
Enver Hoxha decided to destroy all 
churches and mosques, declaring 
Albania officially an atheist state. 
All religion was banned from public 
life. “In the communist era,” Albert 

explains, “you were not allowed to be a believer in public, 
so we did rituals inherited from our parents secretly at 
home.” After the fall of the Soviet Union, Albert’s son, 
Ulis, went to church. “I saw the changes in his character,” 
Albert says, “the values and the happiness in his everyday 
behavior.” Ulis invited his father to a church that uses 
Bibles and study materials provided by Bible League. 
“Understand, I’ve been a Christian my entire life, but only 
since the last five years have I had a close relationship with 
Jesus and known His work is happening in my life. Now 
I read the Bible every day; the Bible is like my everyday 
meal, my daily bread!”

UKRAINE (Grand Rapids/NW, MI)
Misha returned home depressed 
after participating in a protest in 
Kiev’s main square. He started 
drinking with the window open. His 
upstairs neighbors were quarreling, 
and then sheets of paper fluttered 
down from their window. The 

breeze carried some of the sheets through his window. 
Misha took a page and read these words: “Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” The verse sparked hope in Misha’s heart. He 
went to his neighbors and asked them to give him the 
Book they had torn apart. Seeing contact information for 
Bible League Ukraine, he called their office, confessing 
he wanted to commit suicide. A trained church planter 
went to see Misha and shared the Gospel with him. Misha 
received Jesus, and is now attending church.  Praise God!

VENEZUELA (Battle Creek, MI)
Praise God for the provision of 
Bibles and Bible study material to 
those who need to hear His Word 
in Venezuela! Pastor Oswaldo 
Arroyo, a director of Bible League 
operations in Venezuela, gives 

testimony to the great success of using Bible League 
material in the jails. Huge changes are seen in individuals’ 
lives after having gone through the Project Philip study. 
So great is the effect on their behavior, that when the 
prisoners finish their Project Philip courses, they actually 
get a reduction in their sentences! Thank you for making 
this happen!

Well, another summer is in the books. We have had 
an interesting year so far—a winter that didn’t seem 
to quit, and a summer that didn’t seem to heat things 
up. Nonetheless, for the most part it was a good sales-
generating summer.

Right now we are in the middle of the Thrift Center Fall 
Banquets. Always enjoyable; it is good to interact with so 
many of the Volunteers in such nice gatherings outside 
the Centers. The reports by the Volunteers from the field 
have been very encouraging in showing how your efforts 
are having a great impact on kingdom business! 

As a result of your labors throughout all of the Thrift 
Centers, tens of thousands are hearing about Jesus for the 
first time, a great number of people are being trained as 
church planters, and many are taking the Word out into 
the field to train more Philips! People are getting baptized 
and church bodies are forming, as the Good News spreads 
about a loving God who sent His only Son to save their 
souls! This is a great work! And you never had to leave 
your area to do it. You are missionaries as surely as those 
who work in Africa, Asia, the Americas, and Europe. 

From the National Board and myself, “Thank you!” Thank 
you for showing up and using your gifts and talents. 
Thank you for the pickups, sorting and pricing, mopping 
and sweeping, making sure that next electronic fixture 
works. Thank you for taking care of the customers and 
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donors. And thank you especially for looking out for each 
other. As iron sharpens iron, so does one man sharpen 
another. The end of 1 Corinthians 15 talks about your 
efforts and how none of it is wasted unto the Lord. Keep 
up the good work!

So, thank you to all for your efforts, and thanks for always 
sharing a meal with me or at least coffee at the break room 
table (usually with some great sweets). I pray that the 
Lord will continue to bless you, watch over you, and give 
you great satisfaction in working for Bibles for Missions 
Thrift Centers. Remember, invite someone to the table to 
come help you on a project!

VITALINK

Blessings,

John Scafe
National Director
Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers

See Orange City Center on page 3



BIBLE LEAGUE SUNDAY AND RETREATS HOSTED BY VOLUNTEERS

THANK YOU FOR PLANTING GOD’S WORD SO PEOPLE MEET JESUS!

Continued on page 4

So, did your church participate in Bible League 
Sunday? This year, we were able to raise 
right around $40,000 through this project to 
help engage people in God’s Word and make 

disciples. If your church wasn’t involved, watch next spring for new bulletin inserts, 
announcements, and a DVD. All materials are provided free of charge, and the date is 
set for April 12 (or another date of your church’s choosing, if that is not convenient). 
Perhaps you can get it on your church calendar now to take an offering that day!

Were you able to join us 
as we retreated with a 
reason this fall? We were 
truly refreshed while 
refreshing others through 
the provision of Bibles. 
Jessica Bruinsma joined us 
at the Minniakota Retreat 
explaining what Thrift 
Centers do, and thanked all 
the Volunteers. We’ve had a 
full fall, traveling over 2,500 
miles to Sioux Center and 

Pella, Iowa; Green Lake, Wisconsin; Cedar Lake, Indiana; and 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Our speakers, Gracia Burnham, 

Valerie Elliot Shepard, and Adelle 
Dickie, were phenomenal and 
a huge blessing. The biggest 
blessings were the offering totals 
of over $60,000 to be used for 
Bible study material and Bibles for 
believers in South America. Be sure 
to talk to someone who went, and plan now to attend next 
fall. You truly don’t want to miss it!

Falling into service with you,

Connie Reitsma
Director of Volunteer Relations
Bible League International
Liaison, Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers
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ORANGE CITY CENTER
Speaking of expansion, as you remember, Orange City, Iowa bought an adjacent building 
for their seasonal items and extra storage. The transition has gone pretty well, and you 
know each department is looking for more space. So it has to take a real team and 
cooperative effort to maximize how it is used. By bringing over lots of the extra items, it’s 
allowing them to expand their sorting areas for seasonal items, books, and electronics to 
be more efficient and effective as far as processing these donations before they hit the sales 
floor. There is actually extra space in the lot for future use. Here’s what the Volunteers are 
saying:  “It’s nice to be paid for recyclables, instead of paying to have them removed, since 
we now have the room.” “The new test room is great because more than one guy can work 
in there at a time now.” “It’s nice to have a longer counter top that can handle additional 
items that need to be checked.” (See photo on front page.) Way to go Orange City!

MEMPHIS CENTER
For our Thrift Center family in the South, I have asked 
you to be praying for Memphis. Well, let me share some 
answered prayer! A large, mission-oriented, local church 
on the east side has answered our prayers and is adopting 
the Memphis location. It is only about two miles from our 
location, so a great number of their congregation live in 
the area that surrounds the Center. As I have told many 
of you, Volunteers have been sparse over the last several 
years. Where some Centers have been managing the stores 
with 85-100 Volunteers, Memphis has been holding on 

PELLA CENTER
Pella is digging holes. They are in the midst of an addition, adding roughly 
5,000 square feet which will include two levels tying into the north side of 
the building. They hope that by starting this fall, they’ll be enclosed and 
can complete this in a few months. They are getting great guidance from 
local leadership, area builders, and subcontractors. This project will help 
expand their back receiving area, sorting area, and especially storage. As 
they then make the move of different items, it will free up sales floor space 
for different departments. They are excited, especially the men, to not have 
to store items in off-site locations. Go Volunteers in Pella!

with roughly 35-45. But they have kept the faith, hands 
to the plow to keep the store moving, and kept a heart for 
Scriptures going to China and the surrounding region. So 
not only will this be good for Volunteers, but there’s a great 
potential for better donations, too. Continue to pray that as 
the new Volunteers come in, they’ll immediately enjoy the 
work and heart of the ministry, be content in their hearts 
that their work is for the Lord, and be swept into a real 
camaraderie of spirit that will help build up the team of 
Volunteers. Thank God for answered prayer in Memphis!

KENTWOOD CENTER
As we are always looking to expand the ministry, one of 
Bible League International’s partners, World Mission, is 
partnering with us. Our current location in Kentwood, 
Michigan is providing funds to help Bible League as 
well as World Mission. Besides the written Word with 
Bible League, World Mission provides solar-powered 
audio Bibles to the many unreached people who cannot 
read. These Bibles are in the language of the indigenous 
people, given by and followed up by a missionary and/
or partners in the field from that same nation. World 

Mission is committed to helping us find additional 
Volunteers through their networks and has even 
dedicated a gentleman, Gary DenOuden, as Regional 
Volunteer Coordinator to help us on a daily basis to build 
relationships with churches and leaders and communicate 
our need. We are very excited about the opportunity, as it 
helps people that hunger for the Good News to not only 
read in their own language from a printed Bible, but also 
hear the message in their own language from a recorded 
MP3—something they have never been able to do before!

HIGHLAND CENTER
As of this writing, Highland, Indiana still has not had their new canopy installed on the front of their building that was 
brought down from last year’s winter. Please pray that all will go well with the city, our committee, and owners of the 
building (whom also volunteer for us). All would like it to look nice and yet satisfy all the city requirements. Hang in 
there Highland!

CHINA (Memphis, TN)
Xiao Yan sings joyfully as she leads the 
congregation in praise and worship. “I 
first came to this city to work, and my 
sister brought me to this church. We 
are from a minority group that loves 
to sing. I thank the Lord for granting 

me a good voice so that I can serve Him.” During worship, 
Bibles were given out for sharing in the church. Xiao Yan 
had a Bible before, but struggled to understand it. “Now I 
have received this Study Bible, it helps me to understand 
the Bible better!”  

COLOMBIA (Highland, IN)
William planted a church in a battle-
torn community. It was completely 
devastated,” he describes, “but about 
40 families returned and that is 
when we showed up.” The church 
rapidly grew to nearly 160 families. 

“We’ve always counted on Bible League’s help,” he adds. “It 
is strategic as we are taking the Word of God out. We want 
homes to have Bibles so God’s light shines in every home.” 
William uses Project Philip to introduce families to the Lord 
and is seeing exciting results.

ECUADOR (Jenison, MI)
“If Christ gave us the example of what 
to do, I need to follow His lead!” Pastor 
Eliud Carpio works with a tribe called 
the Chachi. “Once you accept Christ, the 
first thing you should do is get a Bible. 
But not everyone has access to a Bible.” 

The Chachi are eager to hear God’s Word, but on his last 
visit, all Pastor Eliud was able to take was 48 Bibles, leaving 
only about 10 in each place—imagine 10 Bibles for a group 
of 2,000 people! There is a huge need for God’s Word in 
Ecuador, and people are very open to the Word of God. Every 
Bible you supply is desperately wanted! 

“All Scripture is inspired by God 
and is profitable for teaching, for 
rebuking, for correcting, for training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God 
may be complete, equipped for every 
good work.” —2 Timothy 3:16-17 (HCSB)


