
I hope and pray your holidays were joyful in the midst of all 
your activity. The state of our chain of Centers is that we had a 
great November and have taken a hit with weather since then. 
I’m sure everyone agrees with that assessment! But thank God, 
everyone is doing a great job and doing well!

The latest news is that the 
Grand Rapids Southeast Thrift 
Center will be in a new building 
by the time you receive this. 
For some time, the local 
committee has been praying 
for God to provide a location 
with more room. Over the past 

year, we thought it was going to happen through an auction, but 
it fell through. Lo and behold, through some inquires by one of 
our Executive Committee a few months later and working with 
the bank that holds the property, we negotiated a deal to own the 
very same building! Praise the Lord!

So as of the end of October, we began a complete renovation. 
Dave Van Putten, one of the local committee members, 
and myself, along with the counsel of Ken Jipping from our 
National Board, began to plan to revitalize this old restaurant 
building. It included a full bar area, booths everywhere, walls 
that needed changing or elimination, painting, unpleasant 
smells, and carpet that needed replacing. It had basically been 
closed down and left as is. We rolled up our sleeves and started 
in. As we started the project, it was important to get rid of and 
sell the old items left from the restaurant days. God gave us 

favor; in fact, we raised over $15,000 through sales with many 
people looking for a deal on used restaurant supplies. Even the 
scraping out of the metal from old equipment, hoods, stainless 
items, etc. contributed a good amount. We started one room at 
a time from east to west and had over three 40-yard containers 
of trash! Soon the process began to move along and progress 
could be seen.

Next, we added dressing rooms, tons of shelving, carpet, paint, 
new cashier stations with a gorgeous counter, a mattress area, 
rearranged office space, added some new roofing (in between 
snowfalls), and added extra storage. We had the chance to add a 
separate Book Nook and Children’s Corner too. We are praying 
the new additions will be a real blessing to the customers and 
our Volunteers.

We began the renovation 
with a handful of Volunteers 
because many were still 
running the existing building. 
Through relationships and 
connections, we recruited 
individuals and small groups 
to come give us a hand. After 
a month into it, Dan Rinzema, our President, found out through 
the City of Kentwood that if we were open in 2013, we could file 
for tax abatement starting in 2014. So after refocusing on just the 
first two rooms, we opened the day after Christmas, enabling a 
huge savings of taxes starting in 2014 on this 9,600 sq. ft. building 
and two-acre parcel!

GREETINGS TO ALL THRIFT CENTER VOLUNTEERS!

COLOMBIA (Highland, IN)
“My name is Pierre Elien Gerdiné. I gave 
my life to Christ in 1979 at 52 years old. I 
was attracted by the quality of work done 
by the ministry of Bible League International, particularly the 
evangelism program, Project Philip. My salvation became 
a stimulant to present the Gospel to non-believers for their 
salvation in Jesus Christ through this efficient tool. Getting 
involved and using Bibles and evangelism materials from Bible 
League is a great blessing to me. In my community, Bibles and 
evangelical materials are rare. Even with cash in hand, it is difficult 
to obtain them. The program of Project Philip encourages me to 
get involved even more.”

ECUADOR (Jenison, MI)
A seven-year project is being carried out in 
partnership with the Evangelical Church of 
Ecuador to train 2,100 trainers and 35,500 

children in Project Philip to carry out Bible studies to reach 
non-believer children. The project will train teachers to use the 
material, provide materials for evangelism and discipleship, 
provide books and Bibles for children, and graduate the children 
who complete the process. Many parents lack education on 
Christian values to pass on to their children. With this project, 
children will be transformed by the Word of God creating 
better living conditions spiritually and morally. Project Philip 
for children has helped reach out to these children for the past 
eight years transforming not only the children but the entire 
family as well. 

HAITI (Orange City, IA)
“One of the Philips in my Project Philip 
program shared a testimony about a 
childhood friend. His friend had been 
a gang member for a long time and immersed in a world of 
crime and drugs. He was a real menace in one of the toughest 
neighborhoods in Haiti. The Philip started sharing the Gospel of 
John with his friend. The gang member attended the Bible study 
and finished the course. Shortly after, he accepted Christ and 
renounced his life of crime. I am Pastor Enisun Bien-Aime, and 
confirm that the Easy-to-Read™ Gospel of John in Creole… is a 
very good version. The Haitian people can understand it. Praise 
the Lord for this version!”

KENYA (Worthington, MN)
We want to thank Bible League for their 
continued support with Scriptures. In 
September 2013, Care for Aids graduated 

73 people from the Limuru-Nairobi region, and each received 
a Bible in the language they could read and understand. Kikuyu 
Bibles were received with much appreciation. During the colorful 
ceremony, seven people from the group surrendered their lives 
to Jesus. May the Lord bless you as we serve those living with 
HIV/AIDS. Through this partnership, we have ministered to 
thousands with the Word of God and many now have strength 
and hope in Christ.

MEXICO (Grand Rapids/SE, Holland/Douglas & Lincoln, MI)
Maria Enriqueta Fernandez was in a car accident which left her 
wheelchair bound. Severe depression led to a suicide attempt. 
Then, one day she encountered the Gospel and accepted Jesus 

Christ as her Savior. From that day forward, 
she wanted to serve God. She enrolled in 
Church Planting Institute, completed the 
program, and planted a new church! She 
says, “There are no obstacles, not even a wheelchair, that can stop 
me from serving God and spreading His Word.”

PHILIPPINES (Orland Park, IL)
“We are disciples of Christ to share His Word 
and the salvation that He offers to all. I am 
glad I have been given the opportunity to be 

part of this through Bible provision. Our first placement was in 
San Pedro Police Station. I pray that the inmates will continue 
to read the Bibles, that the Lord may touch their hearts. Also, 
I hope that the police officers will give us more time to help 
the inmates study His Word. Because I already know Jesus, I 
shouldn’t be too selfish to share God’s Word with others. God 
wants me to be equipped and be prepared at all times. I should 
memorize His Word so I can be ready in the everyday battles. 
I pray that the inmates will find the Light that they have been 
looking for and see God.” 

EASTERN EUROPE (Pella, IA)
“My life in Albania before I knew the Lord 
can be described best as survival. As a 
little girl, I had to work to provide food for my family. I did 
not know if God existed, and I felt abandoned and thrown 
away. A neighbor invited me to go to an evangelistic meeting. 
What I found in the Church was what I missed for my soul 
– joy and peace! I began to read the Bible every day and 
came to know that God loves me, and that He knew me in 
my mother’s womb. It is my desire that all may know God 
and accept Him as Savior. That is why I started to talk to my 
friends about Christ.”

UKRAINE (Grand Rapids/NW, MI)
The Association of Churches of Christians of 
Evangelical Faith from the Chernigov region 
thanks Bible League Ukraine for a long and 

fruitful cooperation. Through their materials, we have helped 
children learn about Christ, His pardon, and love in camps 
held during school vacation. In Prilukah, representatives of the 
Orthodox Church incited people against us, urging them not to 
allow their children to attend our gatherings. But various schools 
applied to receive the materials, teaching their children about 
God and the Bible. Your materials are the key that opened the 
doors in these schools in our area. All glory goes to the Lord for 
giving us the opportunity to tell children about God, acquaint 
them with His divine Word, and conduct Bible study lessons.

VENEZUELA (Battle Creek, MI)
 “As pastor of the church Casa de Pan (House 
of Bread), I can testify that the materials and 
programs that Bible League have given us 
have been of great help in the growth of the church. Casa de Pan 
only had 15 members, but once we started working with Project 
Philip, our membership increased to over 200 members, and it 
continues to grow. Through Philip Project, each new believer 
makes a commitment and becomes a multiplier of the Word of 
God. I encourage Bible League donors to continue providing 
churches with these programs and materials. Thank you!”

VitaLink is published by Bible for Missions Thrift Centers to inform 
Volunteers of the results their efforts accomplish through Bible League 
International. For more information, please contact John Scafe, 3386 
Central Blvd., Hudsonville, MI 49426, 616-662-3663, or email JScafe@
BibleLeague.org. Please visit our website at www.biblesformissions.org!
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CENTER COMMUNICATION CORNER
FREE PRESS FOR HIGHLAND THRIFT CENTER

On January 10, a press 
release was sent out by 
the Highland, Indiana 
Police Department, 
and Connie Reitsma 
was called at Bible 
League International. 
Connie immediately 
called the Thrift 

Center and John Scafe before returning a call from the Times 
Newspaper. The reporter sent the following back to Connie: “A 
Highland thrift center’s front canopy collapsed under the weight 
of heavy snow Friday morning, pulling part of the facade from 
the building and closing a portion of the street. The Highland 
Police Department closed the 2800 block of Highway Avenue in 
front of the Bibles for Missions Thrift Center. No one was injured 
in the incident. Bibles for Missions operates the Thrift Center in 
support of Bible League International out of Crete, with proceeds 
being used to provide Bibles to Colombia. Connie Reitsma, 
Director of Volunteer Relations at Bible League International, 
said just a few managers were inside the Thrift Center before it 
was scheduled to open for business at the time of the collapse. 
No windows were broken and the roof was intact.” Because frigid 
weather delayed repairs, they weren’t able to open until February 
10. What a way to get free press! —Arie Swets

ORANGE CITY NEWS

Orange City Thrift Center is discovering new uses for the building 
we have purchased a few doors down. We are going to start selling 
our unusable clothing for $.04 a pound to another local charity 
that bales the clothing. We will have an area in the new building 
to handle recycling of metals and have a Volunteer who has agreed 
to take on this project. He is currently checking with different local 

companies and talking with other Centers on the best and most 
efficient way to handle this. The building will also be used for off-
season storage. The current area that is used for this storage is being 
looked at as a possibility for additional floor space. Praise God, the 
Orange City committee is looking forward to additional revenue 
streams in 2014! —Jessica Bruinsma

GRAND RAPIDS SOUTHEAST EXPERIENCE

We had a wonderful experience at the Grand Rapids SE Thrift 
Center. A young lady with two small children wanted to buy a very 
nice party dress. It cost $10.00, and she had only $5.00. We told her 
we could hold it if she could come back with the rest of the money. 
At that time a lady behind her stepped up and asked how much 
she needed? We said $5.60. She offered to pay that for her. When 
we explained to the young lady who didn’t understand English very 
well, she went to the lady behind her, hugged her, and started to cry. 
It was such a wonderful sight to see the joy on the young lady’s face 
as she walked out with the dress in her bag! We thanked the lady for 
her gift, and said, “God bless you for being so kind!” —Joyce Koning

ORLAND PARK IDEAS

Orland Park Thrift Center started 
eBay a few months ago and has 
had several interesting sales as 
well as many inquiries because of 
it. We have also joined the local 
Chamber of Commerce. We feel 
this is good exposure since they 
are very active in our village. We 
are thankful to provide Scriptures 
to churches and individuals in 
the Philippines who lost so much 
during the recent typhoons. 
—Grace Kamp

Our plan is to be fully open and operational by mid-February, 
so please pray that we finish well and that the Volunteers and 
customers will feel connected to the new location. We hope to 
have all the trucks in the area come with several Volunteers to 
unload one store and deliver to the new store in a 24-hour period. 
We’ll be sure to give you an update later. This location should be a 
great addition to our chain and the help they give Mexico!

Thank you for your heart’s commitment to 
Bibles for Missions!

John Scafe
National Director
Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers

WILLIS TIMMER MEMORIAL 
Willis grew up on his family farm in Drenthe, Michigan but didn’t 
like farming and decided to be an evangelist, so he enrolled in the 
Reformed Bible Institute in Grand Rapids. He then worked as an 
evangelist in a small chapel in the south suburbs of Grand Rapids.  
In the mid 1960’s, Willis agreed to work with a group of Grand 
Rapids businessmen known as the Christian Reformed Layman’s 
League to raise funds to send Bibles to Mexico. They called their 
effort Project Bibles for Mexico. Willis’ burning desire to reach 
people for Jesus Christ continued for many years. He continued his 
passionate leadership as Project Bibles for Mexico became Bibles 
for Mexico, a Division of Bible League. After Willis retired from 
his work as Coordinator of Fund Development and Vice President 

of Advancement for Bible League, 
he took a key role in establishing the 
Bibles for Mexico Thrift Centers’ 
organization. Willis was therefore truly 
the first pioneer of what is now known 
as Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers. 
In his last days here on earth, he had 
a deep desire to go home to be with 
his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and 
on January 28th, the Lord took Willis 
home to be with Him. We thank Willis 
for his contribution to His work!

BIBLE LEAGUE SUNDAY AND RETREATS COMING YOUR WAY 
You and your church 
can join with other 
churches in the 
United States on 
April 13, 2014 for 

Bible League Sunday. Together, we have a goal to provide 50,000 
Bibles. That means, we must raise $250,000! “All Scripture is 
inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for 
correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God 
may be complete, equipped for every good work.” – 2 Timothy 
3:16-17 (HCSB) Now is the time to engage people in God’s Word 
and make disciples. Slips have been sent to each Thrift Center 
to remind you or your church to register at BibleLeague.org/
BLSunday14. If you know of a customer who might be interested, 
feel free to share the information. All materials are provided free 
of charge and if April 13 doesn’t work on your church calendar, 
choose another Sunday. If you have questions, please call Connie 
at 866-825-4636 (toll free), extension 8595.

 Here’s some other dates you might 
be interested in putting on your 
calendar. Bible League Volunteers 
will again be hosting five retreats 
this fall in the Midwest area. When 
brochures are ready, we’ll forward 
some to the Thrift Centers in 
those areas. In the meantime, 
here’s what’s coming:

September 9 – Minniakota Retreat at First Reformed Church 
in Sioux Center, Iowa with Gracia Burnham as speaker and The 
Brown Family in concert.

September 11 – Central Iowa Retreat at Third Reformed Church 
in Pella, Iowa with Valerie Elliot Shepard speaking and the Gospel 
Singers Male Chorus in concert.

September 16 – Wisconsin Retreat at Green Lake Conference 
Center in Green Lake, Wisconsin with Miriam Neff as speaker.

September 19 – Illiana Retreat at Cedar Lake Conference Grounds 
in Cedar Lake, Indiana with Valerie Elliot Shephard speaking and 
Sarah Van Drunen in concert.

September 23 – Michigan Retreat at Prince Conference Center 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan with Adelle Dickie speaking and The 
Metropolitan Choir of Praise in concert.

Any of these retreats would be great to attend, and we welcome all 
to come and enjoy the day. They are truly a retreat with a reason…
you are refreshed while you refresh those in South America with 
your offering of Bibles. It’s definitely a win-win for whomever you 
invite. Details will be shared soon. Start planning now!

Saving the dates with you,

Connie Reitsma
Director of Volunteer Relations
Bible League International
Liaison for Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers

Bibles for Missions Thrift Centers Office, 3386 Central Boulevard, Hudsonville, Michigan  49426    616/662-3663

You’re invited to a 

Seed Sower Social
When: 

Where: 

Who’s hosting: 

RSVP:   Bring your friends!

Why: Come and learn how YOU can help fulfill the Great Commision  
by “planting” Bible study materials and Bibles! IT WORKS.

THANK YOU FOR PROVIDING GOD’S WORD SO PEOPLE MEET JESUS! 
BULGARIA (Crystal, MN)
Ilia Mitkov is 23 and lives close to the Black 
Sea. He started church planter training 
offered by Bible League International in 
2011, and has been working to plant churches in the region. 
Recently, he started visiting a village called Pomorie. One day 
he was invited to join 30 pensioners who met to talk about 
the bad condition of the retired people in Bulgaria. While 
listening, God led Ilia to share his faith in Jesus Christ and 
that only God can take care of them and their needs. The 
group was happy with the words of encouragement and hope 
they had heard. For 45 years, Communism had chipped away 
at people’s faith until it was gone. The pension of the retired 
people is about $100 per month. Let’s pray that those people 
in the village of Pomorie will begin to trust God and see His 
miracles in their lives.

CHINA (Memphis, TN)
Divorce is never easy on children, including 
6th grader El (not her real name), in southeast 
China. Her parents’ divorce two years ago 
turned her world upside-down. Thanks to friends like you who 
provide God’s Word, El today is a child of God who knows her 
heavenly Father. “When my parents got divorced, I became lonely, 
depressed, and began living in a dark corner of my life.” Last year, 
she met a Christian in her area that receives Scriptures from 
Bible League. The believer invited her to Sunday school, where El 
learned about Jesus. God’s Word took root in her life. “My teacher 
gave me my own Bible,” she continues. “God is speaking to me 
through the Scripture. He knows my fears and the lonely corner 
of my life because He was born in a shabby manger. He gives me 
strength, peace, and happiness; comforting, saving, and guiding 
me to a new life with Him.”

SAVE THE DATE 

MAY 20, 2014
Annual Bibles for 
Missions Board of 
Directors Meeting

10 am (CST) at 
 Bible League 

International offices in 
Crete, Illinois

Who can come and 
represent your Center?


